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We sat down with the Netherlands Pavilion 
architect Thomas Rau, and guest experience 
executive producer Ries Straver to discuss 
the deeper messages crafted into the design 
of the Netherlands Pavilion.

What story is the Netherlands Pavilion 
telling?

Thomas Rau: The concept came from remem-
bering the World Expo in Osaka, Japan 1970 
with its center piece the ‘Tower of the Sun’, a 
sculptural structure by Okamoto Tarō. The build-
ing mentioned three suns — the sun for the past, 
the present and the future. A beautiful golden 
sun was on top of the building, representing 
the future. 54 years later, we are in the future, 
with the building’s dome matching the size and 
diameter of the 1970 Tower of the Sun’s future 
sun. We aimed to bring the future to life. 
 The world faces many challenges, 
and the pavilion presents clear answers to 
them. Firstly, all materials which don’t grow 

are finite. How can limited materials be facil-
itated in an unlimited way for future built 
environments? The answer is circularity: the 
building is a material depot, designed for 
easy reassembly. 
 Secondly, the facts, how do we organ-
ize the energy consumption in the future? 
Energy sources are key and we want to show-
case possibilities to solve future energy prob-
lems. This is represented by a man- made 
sun, the central sphere crowning the pavilion. 

Ries Straver: We can’t solve these issues fac-
ing humanity alone. Despite our differences, 
we must unite as people and nations. Only by 
combining our efforts and coming together 
can we face issues like climate change. By 
openly and freely thinking about solutions, 
we unlock our innovative mindset.
 The floating sphere in the centre is the 
symbol that forms the iconic picture of the 
pavilion, going from big to small across all 
scales. People are guided through the pavilion 
by a handheld sphere, which unlocks content 
and represents innovation, new opportuni-

“It’s not a building,  
it’s a statement.”
Tellart & RAU
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Claudy Jongstra,
Jarrik Ouburg, 

Jikke van Loon,
Kiyoshi Tatsumi 

& Yoshikazu Yamagata 
We warmly invite you to join us for the sixth edition of 
the Osaka World Expo Talk Shows, a series of public 
conversations at the Netherlands Pavilion during Expo 
2025 in Osaka.
This session focuses on REPAIR, REUSE, SURVIVE—a 
theme that looks beyond waste reduction to explore 
how systems can be rebuilt on principles of fairness, 
durability, regeneration, and social resilience.
The Talk Show series creates space for conversation 
shaped by concrete projects, lived experience, and the 
desire to think together across difference. Netherlands-
based participants will also introduce their work through 
brief, focused presentations.

2025年大阪・関西万博のオランダ館にて開催される公開トーク
シリーズ、「大阪万博トークショー」の第6回にぜひご参加くだ
さい。

今回のテーマは REPAIR, REUSE, SURVIVE（修復、再利用、生き
延びる） です。単なる廃棄物削減を超えて、公平性、持続性、再生
力、そして社会的レジリエンスを基盤に、いかにシステムを再構築
できるかを探ります。

トークショーは、具体的なプロジェクト、実体験、そして「違いを超
えて共に考える」意志に支えられた対話の場です。

また、オランダからの参加者は、自身の活動を紹介するショートプ
レゼンテーションも行います。

Date: 		  Sunday, 5 October 2025
Time: 		  17:00 – 18:30 
Location: 	 Netherlands Pavilion, Expo 2025, Osaka 
Admission: 	 Free (with valid Expo ticket)
The first 10 people to register will receive a complimentary 
Expo day ticket.
Note: Doors remain open throughout, but we recommend 
arriving 5–10 minutes early to find a seat before the 
conversation begins.

日時： 	 2025年10月05日（日）
時間： 	 17:00 – 18:30

会場： 	 万博オランダ館（Expo 2025, Osaka） 
参加費： 	万博入場券をお持ちの方は無料でご参加いただけます

先着10名様に、万博1日入場チケットをプレゼント！

ご案内： トークショーの途中からのご入場も可能ですが、5〜10分前
のご来場をおすすめします。

*トークは英語で行われます。

Presented by
Nieuwe Instituut & Studio The Future
As part of the Cultural Program of the Netherlands Pavilion at Expo 2025

主催：
Nieuwe Instituut（ニューウェ・インスティテュート） 
2025年大阪・関西万博オランダ館文化プログラムの一環として開催

RSVP + Contact Information 申込み／問合せ
To reserve your spot or request more information お申込み・お問い合わせ： osaka2025@nieuweinstituut.nl

大阪万博トークショー#6osaka world expo talk show #6


